
Work Week, Spring 2019!! 
 

Work Week for this spring is from May 3rd to May 12th. If you have never been to Work Week, it 
is a great way to put your own personal mark on Onaway Island.  Every year the “Rough Craftsman” go to 
Onaway to take care of the maintenance of the island and buildings. In spring we put out all the 
equipment for the camps, do some spring cleaning, do small repairs needed, stack firewood and lots of 
painting.  If there are any major projects needed, they are usually done during the spring work week as 
well.  In fall we winterize the island, make small repairs, cleaning, more firewood and more painting.  The 
type of people that are “Rough Craftsman” vary from construction skilled workers to desk workers.  What 
we care about is that you are willing to work hard while you are there.  You are required to be 21 years 
old or older as there is alcohol allowed on the island during work week.  Every night a fire is started and 
we celebrate a hard day’s work done.  Please join the “Rough Craftsman” and make your mark! 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
Do I need to have a construction or mechanical background? 

No, There is lots of work that just needs people. Painting, brush removal, haul wood, etc. 
 

Where do I sleep? 
Pretty much anywhere you want.  Regular leader rooms are used, cabins are used, chore boys, 
piety, mess hall, etc.  That said, check with someone in charge to make sure you don't try to 
sleep in an area we are fixing or remodelling that week. 
 

Do I need to bring food? 
No, all food supplied. 
 

I have dietary restrictions; is that an issue? 
If you have a dietary restriction, please tell us before the work week, so we can tell the cook and 
a plan can be made to accommodate. 
 

Do I need bring my own drinks? 
There is drinks for everyone, but you can bring your own if you like. There is a section of the 
walk-in cooler that is for people’s private stock that is not to be shared.  
 

How old do I have to be? 
21 years old or older. 
 

Should I bring my own tools? 
You do not have to, but you can if you’d like.  That said, make sure people know they are your 
tools and they don’t get mixed in with the public use tools.  I would recommend bring a pair of 
leather or work gloves, because they are very useful. 

 
Is there a bus? 

No, you have to get yourself to the landing.  If you are looking for a ride, check the list of people 
that have signed up to see if you know anyone you can ride with. 

 
How do I sign up? 

There is a sign up sheet at the front desk of Brigade.  If you can not stop in, just call and ask to be 
added on the list.  

 
 
 



Where do I park? 
Park at the landing if there are spots, but make sure you really park tightly so we can fit lots of 
cars.  If there are none left, then park in the upper lot. 

 
How do I get on the island? 

Call the Onaway number and someone will come with a boat. 
 

Are the showers working? 
Everything is working on the island, so yes showers are available. 
 

I can only make it one or two days. Is that OK? 
Yes, any amount of help, helps. 

 
Can I bring a space heater with? 

Yes, some of the areas, like a cabin or Piety, are not heated. 
 

What time should I get there?  
Friday afternoon sometime. If you get there in time, dinner is provided. 
 

What should I bring?  
You are going to get dirty and get paint on you.  Be prepared to get dirty. A pair of work gloves is 
recommended.  Also bring your “Onaway Standard Equipment” (sleeping bag, shower supplies, 
etc.). 
 

What is a day of work week like? 
We work during the day from breakfast till dinner with a break for lunch. After dinner is free time 
to sit by the fire and socialize. 

 
Do I need to bring any money? 

No, but it is common for there to be a 50/50 raffle where you may want cash to play.  Also, some 
people will go off island after dinner and you may want cash for that. 

 
Is this for men only? 

No, roughly ⅓ of the “Rough Craftsmen” are women. 
 
How will I know what work to do? 

There is a list of work and a few leaders that go around and help new folks find work that needs 
to be done and show them how to do it. 

 
Is work week just work? 

No, there is lots of joking and socializing. The key is we need to get the work done, but we can 
have fun doing it too. 

 
What if I don’t know anyone else that is going? 
 

No big deal. There are plenty of people that will take you under their wing and show you the 
ropes.  

 
Will I learn how to fix things? 

Possibly.  If you are willing to learn and express it, there are experienced Rough Craftsmen that 
would love to have someone else that also knows how to do the work.  

 
If I have other questions, who do I contact? 

You can call Brigade or contact Trevor Pedersen at 920-750-0590 or email at tjp@pedlaw.com.  
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