
Upcoming Events
Oct. 17 Taste of the Twin Cities - Purchase tickets at Brigade!
Oct. 25-27 Co-Leader Work Weekend (Sign-up at Brigade)
Nov. 16 Warehouse opens! Wreath Sale pick-up begins
Nov. 22 Last day to order poinsettias
Nov. 28-29 Thanksgiving | Office Closed
Dec. 20 Christmas Giving delivery day (7 a.m. - Noon)
Jan. 6 Onaway registration begins for all camps
Jan. 25 Onaway Winter Carnival...with the Australians!

Event details found at bgbrigade.com or find us at the following:

From extreme heat to chilly days, camps 
this summer experienced extreme chang-
es in the weather. Girls’ Camp 3 however 
took on mother nature’s worst and weath-
ered it perfectly. 

More than 150 campers and leaders found 
themselves huddled together in the storm 
shelter during Girls’ Camp 3 in August. 
What initially seemed like a bad storm was 
later confirmed as a tornado that slipped 

through Onaway during the night. 

“We’re blessed that there was minimal 
structural damage with several trees 
down,” says Laura Kemps, Brigade’s exec-
utive director. 

There was also structural damage to  the 
chore  boys’ cabin, and minor damages to 
the Chapel and Chapel gate. 
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We want to be sure our information is 
current so you can continue receiving 
news and updates regarding Brigade. 

If your mail or email address, phone, 
or name has changed, please contact 
the Brigade office at:

brigade@bgbrigade.com or 
920.725.3983.

Please contact us if you no longer wish 
to receive the Brigade newsletter or 
have received this in error. Thank you!

Keep us in the loop!

2013 Brigade Ornament
details inside!

Camp Sign-ups Begin

January 6



From the Director’s Desk
What an incredible year it has been 
for the Brigade and me.  September 
marked my one year anniversary as 
Brigade’s executive director. I am 
grateful for this amazing opportunity 
and thankful for all the wonderful 
experiences I have been a part of in 
my first year. 

I was fortunate enough to spend 
a day or two with each camp at 
Onaway this summer. During which I 
learned to drive several boats, rode 
the Banana Boat, was a Chief at High 
Council, tie-dyed, and was the first 
leader found at leader hunt (I need a 
better hiding place!). 

Onaway was filled with camper 
energy from early May until the end 
of September on a continuous basis. 
We were thrilled to welcome 1185 
campers to Onaway this summer 
with 7 out of 10 program camps sold 
out. 

After the whirlwind of summer, 
we’re settling into the Brigade pro-

gram and it’s shaping up to be just 
as exciting!

The energy and enthusiasm that 
comes through our doors every 
program evening is contagious. 
We are fortunate to have so many 
passionate adult leaders who share 
their talents with the Brigaders ev-
ery week. It’s because of them that 
youth continue to be engaged and 
excited to be a Brigader! 

The activity in the Brigade building 
and Onaway never ends and we have 
many opportunities for you to be a 
part of it all! Please consider join-
ing us for our annual Wreath Sale, 
Christmas Giving, or as an evening 
volunteer during our winter pro-
gram.  

Neenah has been blessed with this 
unique organization for the past 113 
years—be a part of the tradition!

Laura Kemps 

1185 BOYS & GIRLS

400+ LEADERS

How-How 
To A great 

summer!

SAVE, SHARE, SPEND
Empowering young girls for a 

lifetime of self-sufficiency
Saving money isn’t easy for any-
one, especially for a 13 year-old-
girl desperate for her parents to 
buy her the newly released iP-
hone 5S or the latest yoga pants 
from LuLu Lemon. It’s these 
instant gratification purchases 
and lack of financial understand-
ing that set youth—particularly 
girls—up for a lifetime of poor 
spending habits. By using a sim-
ple save, share, spend principle 
the Boys’ & Girls’ Brigade in 
Neenah, along with the help of 
community members, is build-
ing a foundation for financial 
literacy and empowering young 
girls to be thoughtful spenders, 
generous givers, and successful 
savers.

“If we can show the girls their 
saving potential at a young age, 
they are more likely to be finan-
cially secure and make smart 
money decisions once they 
step into the real world,” says 
Marnie Spielbauer, Boys’ & Girls’ 
Brigade’s Program Director.

Save, share, spend is the basic 
idea that earned money is taken 
and divided among each of 
these areas instead of spending 
it immediately.

At the launch of the program, 
girls and their parents will 
receive a packet of information 
including 20 pre-printed enve-
lopes (one per week) with each 
girl’s name on it. 

As a financial goal, girls are 
challenged to deposit $10 a 
week into the designated enve-
lope. Staff will track individual 
deposits from October-April and 
deposit those funds into a larger 
savings that will be returned to 
the girls at the end of the year. 

Money and budgets are not 
glamorous topics for girls (or 
for any of us!) so Spielbauer is 
tapping into a network of com-
munity members and business 
owners to make the topic inter-

active and relevant for girls.

Community leaders have already 
shown their excitement for this 
program and are working with 
the Brigade to become more 
involved. Upon the successful 
fundraising of $2,500 from 
Brigade, Fox Communities Credit 
Union has pledged $2,500 to 
the Save, Share, Spend program 
with a $2,500 match from the
 J. J. Keller Foundation.

“We’re thrilled to receive the 
support of community members 
who understand that for adults 
to be financially responsible, in 
both their personal lives as well 
as in business, it has to start 
now with youth,” says Kemps. 

Spielbauer has begun work-
ing with shops in downtown 
Neenah to schedule field trips 
and other incentives to keep 
girls engaged throughout the 
20-week program. 

The Save, Share, Spend program 
is something Brigade staff hopes 
to expand in the coming years. 
In the meantime there are many 
ways the community can help 
this program establish a success-
ful first year.

The Brigade is looking for addi-
tional presenters and speakers 
that can make financial learning 
fun and engaging for the girls 
throughout the year. Mone-
tary donations are also being 
accepted to reach the $2,500 
program goal.

“By starting the girls on a 
savings track I hope we can get 
them in the habit of putting 
money away and thinking twice 
about what they want long-
term versus what they want 
right now,” adds Spielbauer. “I 
understand that meeting a long 
term goal can be a lot more 
satisfying than the daily stop at 
Starbucks.”

That’s right, it’s time to talk about Christmas. We’ll be trad-
ing in the pumpkins and mums for evergreens and holly 
before too long. Get a headstart on your holiday decor 
with Brigade! 

Wreath Sale

Brigade’s annual wreath sale kicks off Oct. 14. Wreaths 
are available for purchase through Brigaders, calling the 
Brigade office, or stopping by the Brigade’s warehouse. 
This is a great activity for youth to learn about fundraising, 
communication, and sales. Help support your neighbor-
hood Brigaders!

Poinsettias

Add a splash of color this Christmas with poinsettias! 
Pre-order your poinsettias with the International Trip youth 
or through the Brigade. Sale runs from Oct. - Nov. 22. A 
variety of colors and sizes are available. Poinsettia sales 
benefit our International Trip youth headed to Perth, Aus-
tralia in December.

Brigade ornament

The ever popular Brigade ornament is back with a beauti-
ful photograph of  Onaway’s cabin row, courtesy of camp 
leader and photographer Mike Arndt. This is the third in a 
series of four. Ornaments will be available for pick-up at 
the Brigade office for $15 beginning in mid-November. 
Missed last year’s set? A limited quantity of 2011 and 2012 
ornaments are also available for purchase.

Thank you for supporting the Brigade during the holiday 
season. We are grateful to be a part of your holiday cele-
brations!

“Thanks to a group of camp leaders and 
Rough Craftsmen volunteers we were able 
to keep camp running with little to no lim-
itations,” says Carrie Walkup, Girls’ Camp 
3 Director. “We are very grateful for their 
efforts to get everything cleaned up so 
quickly.”

Storm clean-up/repair projects were 
assigned during the Adult Work Weekend 
at Onaway Oct. 4-6. We are grateful for the 
group of volunteers who spent their week-
end cleaning up the island and preparing 
it for winter. We have the best volunteers!

Interested in helping? 
We’re fortunate for the outpouring of 
volunteer support to  assist in the clean-
up and repair work on the island. Help us 
complete these projects this fall through 
monetary and in-kind donations to help 
offset the cost of repairs. We appreciate 
your help! 
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volunteer with

christmas giving
Looking to give back this holiday season? 
There are many opportunities available 
with Christmas Giving! 

Volunteer opportunities include organiz-
ing donations and gift boxes, selecting 
gifts for families, adopting a family, and 
gift assembly. Opportunities begin 
December 2 and run until December 18. 

Christmas Giving is always looking for help 
on delivery day. Delivery day is Friday,  
December 20 from 7 a.m. - noon. Volun-
teers have the opportunity to play Santa 
for the day by delivering the donated 
items to families and children in the 
Neenah/Menasha area.  

DELIVERY DAY DEC. 20

Contact the Christmas Giving office at 
920-725-3211 for available hours and op-
portunities. Full listing of dates and times 
are also available at www.bgbrigade.com. 

holidays 
with

brigade


