


 

 

 
Brigade Mission:  We Build Leaders. 
 

Brigade Vision:  The Boys’ & Girls’ 
Brigade will be recognized as the center 
of excellence for youth character and 
leadership development. 
 

Brigade Object:  The Object of the Boys’ 
& Girls’ Brigade shall be the advance-
ment of Christ’s Kingdom and the pro-
motion of habits of Obedience, Rever-
ence, Discipline, Self-Respect and a 
spirit that reflects a true Christian life. 
 
The Brigade is published by: 
 
The Boys’ & Girls’ Brigade 
109 W. Columbian Ave. 
PO Box 665 
Neenah, WI  54957-0665 
Phone:  920.725.3983 
Fax: 920.725.3413 
Website:  www.bgbrigade.com 
 
Published:  March 2010 

The excitement at the Boys' & Girls' Brigade continues to grow. Thank you to so many 
people who helped Brigade get through the tough economic year.  Thank you to the 
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region for the help with the BRIDGE 
GRANT, and to the many who stepped forward.  The staff and volunteers worked hard 
together to make sure quality programs were never compromised.  
 
There has been a remarkable burst of creativity with new programming the second 
half of this Brigade year.  The fifth graders are responding to invitations and making a 
huge showing at Brigade.  The shadow nights for them with the 6th graders on 
Monday nights are very successful.  Thanks to the creativity of Paul & Sue Ruthven 
for kicking off homework help evenings for the 6th graders.   
 
We look ahead to the coming Camp Onaway season.  The winter weekend camping 
increases the longing for a good jump in the lake with friends in the coming summer 
months.  Again, preparations by the hundreds of volunteers has begun—plans for 
maintenance projects and boat preparation and all that makes for a successful 
summer. 
 
Through it all, as is instilled in the more than 100 years of Brigade and Onaway, this 
quality organization for children moves forward on the backs of the priceless 
volunteers.    Brigade’s Object from its inception is to advance Christ’s 
Kingdom.  Showing love and commitment to children is a calling that is not taken 
lightly by staff and volunteers. Harmony is the key to the future; the focus is always 
building leaders through positive character development.  Come to Brigade, come to 
camp, and come be a part of the magic.   
 
 
John Dery 

ONAWAY DINNERS 
 
The first week in January, as the 
snow was falling and the ice was 
forming on the lakes in Waupaca, 
chore staff and the camp cooks were 
busy at the Brigade building.  In 
preparation for the annual camp sign-
up kick-off week, a gang of alumni 
and two Scottish guests built mock 
cabins in the auditorium, a flag pole 
in the gym, and shopped for 
groceries.  Tents were pitched and 
faux fires built in the conference 
room.  On five nights Rick ―Zoom‖ 
Zeumer shot off the camp cannon for 
retreat followed by leaders and 
campers dining on delicious meals 
and freshly baked chocolate chip 
cookies!   
 
Brigaders enjoyed camp slideshows 
in the auditorium turned 
―Amphitheatre‖ and s’more treats in 
the conference room turned ―state 
park.‖  There were Onaway-styled 
cross-country races in the ―Chain O’ 
Rooms‖, and Capture the Flag 
games in the gym turned ―Grinder.‖  
Loads of fun, camp experiences, and 
lots of great memories were 
exchanged.  Brigade extends a big 
―How How‖ to the chore staff and 
camp leaders for all the extra effort!  
See you at Onaway Island this 
summer! 

 NEW TUTORING 
PROGRAM 
  
A new tutoring program for 6th grade boys 
and girls was launched this 
February.  Sue Ruthven is a regular 
Monday night Brigade volunteer leader as 
well as a teacher at Roosevelt 
elementary school in Neenah.  Ruthven 
recognized the children’s need for 
assistance with school homework.  She 
also identified the value of combining this 
program with the regular Brigade weekly 
leadership program.  ―It made perfect 
sense to position the program for 6th 

graders who are just beginning to understand the discipline it takes to complete 
homework in a timely manner.‖ explained Ruthven.  ―I’m very excited to be a part of 
this offering at Brigade.‖ 
 
Students are served a meal in the Shattuck room at 5:30 p.m. with homework 
assistance from 6-7:00 p.m.  It is not necessary to be a member of Brigade to 
participate. Non-Brigade members are also welcome to visit in the regular 6th grade 
program from 7-9:00 p.m. 
 
The program will run through March and be evaluated on whether to extend it 
through the end of the school year.  For more information on the tutoring program 
call the Brigade office at 920-725-3983.   

Sue Ruthven tutors a student in the Brigade’s 
new homework help tutoring program.. 
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CELEBRATING OUR 

GRADUATES! 
 
An exciting new journey awaits our 12th 
grade Co-Leaders as they prepare to 
graduate from high school and Brigade.  
Grads, we’re so proud of you and what 
you’ve accomplished and send all of our 
best wishes for a bright and successful 
future!  We hope you will always think of 
Brigade as home, and you will continue 
the legacy of leadership by returning to 
serve.  Here are the names of these 
incredible grads, their parents’ name(s), 
and in some cases their future plans and 
comments.   
 
Elizabeth Ake (Tom & Susan) attending 
four-year college, ―I feel Brigade has 
made me more comfortable leading a 
group and helped me gain more 
confidence.  The international trip to 
Scotland was a trip of a lifetime.  Without 
Brigade I wouldn’t be the person I am 
today.  I love Brigade and the leaders!‖ 
Brie Ashauer (Joseph & Linda) 
attending UW-Stevens Point for athletic 
training, ―Brigade always makes my day 
better.  Knowing that I am going to be 
coming to a place to be with my friends is 
an AMAZING feeling.‖ 
Olivia Boerschinger (Todd & Maria) 
Jenna Britzke (Jeff & Patty) attending 
FVTC for Dental Hygienist, ―In Brigade I 
gained good leadership skills and 
responsibility.  Being in Brigade helped 
me meet new friends and learn more 
about myself.‖ 
Marcus Burr (Gary & Lori) 
Jake Casper (Bill, Karen) 
Joe Cleveland (Steven & Margaret) 
Amber Fatland (Skye, Brenda) 
Taelynn Feustel (Al & Terri) attending 
UW-Madison for veterinarian medicine, 
"The Brigade is a wonderful program and 

the leaders who volunteer their time are 
great role models." 
Tyler Green (Tom & Mary) 
Rachel Groff (John & Debbie) 
Sam Hoppe (Jon & Julie) 
Danielle Kaufert (Scott & Sue) attending 
UW-Green Bay for pre-physical therapy, 
"The leadership skills and character 
development I have learned throughout 
the last seven years are going to help me 
become successful in life." 
Katie Kofnetka (Brian, Margie) 
Leah Kohls (Richard & Christina) 
attending FVTC for business, ―My 
leaders are awesome in every way.  
Brigade has become more social and 
outgoing, reaching out to students who 
may need help.‖ 
Jill Melzer (Brian & Diane) attending 
FVTC for Nursing, "Brigade is a great 
experience for anyone.   If I could, I 
would be here every night of the week 
and at Onaway all summer long." 
Eric Nigh (Bob & Deb) 
Drew Owen (Dan & Lynne) 
Shawn Peters (Mike & Amy) 
Bridget Recktenwald (Rick & Mary 
Alice) attending UW-Madison or 
Marquette, "Brigade has made me a 
stronger leader; I have made good 
friends, connections with adult leaders, 
and connections with the younger girls."   
Mariah Schmidt (Chuck & Wendy) 
David Schott (Mark & Donna) 
Bryce Schwister (Timm & Roxanne) 
Jamie Scovronski (Paul & Amy) 
Bo Seager (Jill) 
Amanda Sigl (Wayne & Leesa) 
attending St. Norbert College for pre-
pharmacy, "I have learned how to be a 
better leader, expand my self confidence 
and make lifelong friends." 
Sarah Troy (Tina) 
Brianna Ullsperger (Dan & Tammy) 
attending UW-Fox Valley for education, 
"I have met some of my best friends at 
Brigade and Onaway, those memories 
couldn't replace anything in the world." 
Eric VandenLangenberg (Greg & Deb) 

attending MSOE for electrical 
engineering, "I have learned to lead a 
group of people on my own.  It has 
taught me many things on how to live my 
life with the Four Fold."  
Eric "Ricky" Van Rooy (Donna) 
attending FVTC for automotive 
refinishing and repair, "I would like to 
thank all of the leaders that have helped 
me grow as a person and as a leader.  
Brigade is made great by the leaders.  
Thank you all so much." 
Bekah Wiese (John & Becky) attending 
FVTC 
Sam Zaretzke (Dean & Gina) 
Melina Zielski (Paul & Greta) attending 
UW Oshkosh for psychiatric nurse or 
crisis counselor, "Brigade taught me 
many skills I will use throughout my life 
including; responsibility, teamwork, 
respect, confidence, and obedience."  

WELCOME 5th GRADERS! 
  
The Brigade is offering a few limited 
nights for 5th grade boys and girls to 
shadow a 6th grade Brigader.  Marnie 
Spielbauer, Program Director, 
commented, ―We are excited to welcome 
5th graders to Brigade to join in on the 
fun during a 6th grade program 
night.  Brigade is alive with kids and 
leaders on Monday nights and it gives 
next year’s Brigaders a chance to see 
what Brigade is all about.‖  One shadow 
date remains on March 1, with a special 
night of exciting workshops and activities 
set aside for just 5th graders on Monday, 
April 12, from 6-8 p.m. No pre-
registration or fees are required for the 
5th graders to participate.  Call the 
Brigade office at 920-725-3983 or visit 
the website at bgbrigade.com for more 
info. 
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2010 Calendar of Events 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March 21 11th & 12th Grade Youth Awards Banquet 
March 27 Youth Activity Fair  
April Watch for spring flower sale fundraiser 
April 23-25 Onaway Women’s Retreat/Scrapbooking Weekend 
April 30-May 9 Onaway adult work week 
May 16 Bike Auction at NPD 
May 31 Memorial Day Parade (Join us in the parade and  
                            make Brigade the biggest entry, everyone welcome!) 
May 21-23 Co-leader and young leader work weekend 
June 7-11 Chore staff training  
June 17 Tee It Up for Youth Golf Outing at Lake Breeze 
June/July/Aug CAMPS AT ONAWAY!!! 
Sept 18-19 Mother/Daughter weekend 
Sept 24-26 Father/Son weekend 
Oct 4 Brigade BEGINS 

Follow Brigade Neenah on Facebook  

Click on this button on the Brigade’s home 
page at www.bgbrigade.com to see tons of 
photos!!!  Keep up with what’s happening at 

Brigade and Onaway. 

Register these cards to 
help raise funds for the 
Brigade boys and girls. 

2009 CHRISTMAS 
GIVING TOTALS 
UP 
 
Christmas Giving Delivery 
Day, December 22, 2009, 
was the culmination of over 
6,300 volunteer man hours.  
This important outreach 
provided Christmas pre-
sents, clothing, a 
St. Joseph’s pantry certifi-

cate, and hams to 453 local families with 1,261 children (up 
100 children from 2008).  The Brigade is extremely grateful to 
all the volunteers and donors who make this important out-
reach possible.  Many grateful thank you notes were received 
and one family wrote, ―I’ve tried to write this letter many times 
already and each time the words that I write don’t even come 
close to encapsulating the gratitude and appreciation I have for 
what you have done for my daughter and me.  I thank you from 
the bottom of my being and will one day pay this helping hand 
forward!‖ 

(l to r) Kathy Brehm, Steve Foster, Dorothy Scovronski 
(back), Barb Precourt (front), Jan Krueger, Wendy 
Mikolanz, and Tom Hoare on Delivery Day. 

THE PASSING OF FRIENDS 
With great respect the Brigade honors these great men who served so 

faithfully over the years to enrich the lives of boys and girls . . .  
 

Gerald "Corky" Nerenhausen  
Stanley ―Chick‖ Severson  

 
. . . you will be missed. 

Sure & Steadfast
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NEENAH WI

Calendar of Events
2009

Oct 5 BRIGADE BEGINS
Oct 19 Wreath Sale Kick Off Week
Oct 23–25 Onaway Work Weekend
Oct 30–Nov 1 Young Leaders Work Weekend

2010
Jan 30 Winter Carnival at Camp Onaway
Jan 30–31 Winter Carnival and Sleepover at Camp Onaway
Feb 5–7 9th–12th Grade Retreat at Camp Onaway
Feb 12–14 Winter Family Weekend at Camp Onaway
Feb 19–21 Father/Son Weekend at Camp Onaway
Feb 27–28 Mother/Daughter Weekend at Camp Onaway
Week of Mar 22 Yearend Award Nights
June 7–11 Chore Staff Training 
June 14–19  Leadership Training Conference (LTC)
June 19–26 Boys’ 2 
June 26–July 2 Onaway Adventure Camp (open to 5th graders) 
July 3–10 Family Camp
July 10–17 Girls’ 1 
July 17–24 Boys’ 3
July 24–31 Girls’ 2
July 31–August 7 Boys’ 4
August 7–14 Girls’ 3

Please visit www.bgbrigade.com for more information. 
Boys’ & Girls’ Brigade • 109 W. Columbian Ave. 

PO Box 665 • Neenah, WI 54957–0665 • 920–725–3983

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT, TRUCK,  
VAN, RV, TRAilER, AND MORE!

DONATE AND MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD

Receive a full tax benefit

Call 920-725-3983 to donate today!

Click on this button on the Brigade’s  
home page at www.bgbrigade.com 

to see tons of photos!!! Keep up with what’s 
happening at Brigade and Onaway.

Follow Brigade Neenah on Facebook 

Register these 

cards for 

Brigade to help 

raise funds  

for the boys 

and girls.

CONTRIBUTE  

TO THE  

ONAWAY 

SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND
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